




“We understand a state of 
affairs by grasping what it 
can become in a range of 
circumstances: the 
understanding of the actual 
is inseparable from the 
imagination of the possible—
of the adjacent possible, of 
what can next happen or of 
what we can make happen 
next.”

(Unger 2014: 71)





The AOC Green New Deal 

has three core features:

1. Massive public investment and 

coordination to decarbonize 
extremely fast

2. A jobs guarantee for anyone 

willing and able to work; for 

anyone working in the fossil fuel 
sector, a better paying job in the 

green economy

3. Close the racial wealth gap, in 

part by prioritizing investments for 
adaptation and decarbonization 

in “environmental justice” 

communities in the United States
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The Case for a

Green New Deal for Housing



• 10 Million Public, No-Carbon 

Homes in 10 Years

• Highest design standards 
• Diversity of governance
• Cities, suburbs, towns, 

reservations

• Energy upgrades of existing 
buildings, prioritizing

• Low-income housing

• Public housing
• Big commercial properties



(Even CAP Thinking About This)



10 Million Public, No-Carbon Homes in 10 Years: 

Why?

1. Housing inequality as important as un- or under-employment, especially 
to racial wealth gap

2. Climate change will exacerbate housing needs, with sea level rise 
alone displacing over 12 million people by 2100 (never mind heat, 
drought, voluntary relocation, population growth, increases in 
immigrant and refugee populations)

3. Need to decarbonize building sector, which consumes 39% of US 
energy

4. Social services and public goods will increasingly get provided 
through climate-linked investment, or not at all. So focus on the climate 
intersections and get it right

5. Affordable housing crucial to effectively decarbonize density
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alone displacing over 12 million people by 2100 (never mind heat, 
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Mapping Public Housing Communities
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Amalgamated Dwellings (NYC)









Core Tensions and Values

Tensions

1. Fast vs Deliberate

2. Centralist vs Local

3. Public vs Private

Values

A. Experimentalism and institutional diversity

B. Popular sovereignty with internationalist solidarity

C. Design as terrain of democratic struggle
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New Jersey Precedent
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