
Ocean justice and 
the blue new deal
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Ocean conservation is about people 
– more specifically, it’s about 

marginalized people. 
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  1. restore and protect coastal ecosystems	

  2. invest in renewable offshore energy	

  3. bolster the blue economy  

  4. expand regenerative ocean farming
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d a t a f o r p r o g r e s s . o r g / m e m o s / b l u e - j o b s

  1. ocean habitat restoration	

  2. community-based fisheries	

  3. restorative ocean farming 
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It’s time to radically re-envision  
our relationship with the ocean. 





8 5 %  o f  w e t l a n d s  i n  N Y / N J  a r e  g o n e

R e m a i n i n g  w e t l a n d s  p r e v e n t e d   

$ 6 2 5  m i l l i o n  i n  d a m a g e s   

d u r i n g  H u r r i c a n e  S a n d y

S o i l  o f  w e t l a n d s  h o l d s  5 x  m o r e  

c a r b o n  t h a n  s o i l  o f  r a i n f o r e s t s



Urban Ocean Lab
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Think tank for the  
future of coastal cities.



Context

33% of Americans (and rising) live in coastal cities.  
We are completely unprepared for sea level rise and storms. 

  

For the sake of our economies, safety, food security,  

and communities, there is an urgent need for  

ocean restoration and climate adaptation.  

Coastal cities can lead the way.
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Collective Wisdom

Visioning & Design

Targeted Solutions Policy Change

Theory of Change
It’s all about people.

We harness collective wisdom to envision and design targeted 

solutions for the future of coastal cities, which drive development 

of policy frameworks and catalyze legislative change.
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Building community  

around solutions is the  

most important thing.
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