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WHAT SANDY REMINDED US ABOUT INJUSTICE & VULNERABILITY 

 Vulnerable Industrial waterfronts
 Disproportionately Exposed to Pollution
 Housing Insecurity
 Health Disparities
 Aging, failing infrastructure
 Limited access to resources for recovery
 Weak communications & disaster systems 
 Importance of Social Resilience
 Worker Safety compromised

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sustainable communities are not merely about ‘sustaining’ the quality of our lives – they are about improving it (Agyeman)




The Second Disaster: Hidden Victims of Sandy

Ways that Sandy Continues to be felt in EJ Communities:
1. Exacerbation of Toxic Exposures & Disparities

1. Displacement & Community Dissolution

1.  Trauma & Long term Health Impacts

1. Marginalized from Recovery & Resiliency Processes

2. Exploitation by Disaster Capitalists

Environmental justice is about slow-motion disasters—and 
disasters reveal environmental injustice in a fast-forward mode. 
Both revolve around the axes of disparities of wealth and power. 

(Pastor, 2006)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Over 500 million gallons a day of raw sewage into Newark Bay and NY Harbor in people’s homes
Covanta Incinerator with 14,000 tons of garbage on tipping floor
Passaic River Superfund site overflows into homes
More than 100 active chemical, manufacturing,  and brownfield sites over run with 8-10 feet of storm surge
No communication from State officials on condition and safety of nearby industries 

Air Pollution 
In 2006, the EPA ranked the NYC-Newark-Bridgeport region the 9th most polluted ozone region in the country. The number of bad air days could  quadruple by late century.
Asthma sickens an estimated 192,800 kids and 568,300 adults with the majority of those instances in low income and communities of color

Extreme Heat 
An estimated 3.6 million people live in the 7 counties where average summertime temperatures set records in 2010, 2012 and 2013
Large cities like Camden could experience 20-30 days over 100°F (38°C) in the summers by late century under climate change.
By 2050, the number of days in Newark with high temperatures above 90 degrees Fahrenheit could more than quadruple, rising to 60 out of 92 days. As a result, the number of heat related deaths per summer in Newark could rise more than five-fold

Flooding 
Communities are at risk for flooding from sea level rise and increasing rainfall. Precipitation is expected to rise across the region 20-30%.
Combined sewer overflows are a health risk for nearly 35 communities, including Jersey City and Newark 


IMPACTS
Altered distribution of some disease vectors and increased infectious diseases 
Altered seasonal distribution of some allergenic pollen species 
Decreased food quality and security, increased malnutrition and consequent health effects 
Increased death, disease and injury from heat waves, floods, storms, and fires 
Physical injury, loss of property and infrastructure damage from sea level rise 
Increased morbidity and mortality associated with air pollution 
Increased food- and water-borne diseases, including diarrheal disease 
Reduced water availability and quality 




CLIMATE JUSTICE
Climate justice acknowledges that in the face of potentially catastrophic 

climatic change, significant challenges threaten the human world, the non-
human world, sustainability, governance and decision-making 

(Adger et. al. 2006).

5  Aspects to understanding climate justice (Barnett, 2006): 
1. Responsibility for climate change is not equally distributed 
2. Climate change will not affect all people equally
3. Vulnerability is determined by political-economic processes that benefit 

some more than others
4. Climate change will compound under development because of the 

processes of disadvantage embedded within the status quo 
5. Climate change policies may themselves create unfair outcomes by 

exacerbating or ignoring existing & future inequalities 


	SESSION III: REFLECTING ON HURRICANE SANDY: �NEW & RE-EMERGING INEQUITIES IN A CHANGING CLIMATE�
	WHAT SANDY REMINDED US ABOUT INJUSTICE & VULNERABILITY 
	The Second Disaster: Hidden Victims of Sandy
	CLIMATE JUSTICE

