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Studying Children in Disaster Contexts











Current Research Sites

 Future Research Sites

 YCDR Research Team

Joplin, MO

Boulder, CO
Estes Park, CO

Evans, CO
Fort Collins, CO

Greeley, CO

Slave Lake, AB

Calgary, AB

High River, AB
Medicine Hat, AB

Colorado Springs, CO

Bragg Creek, AB 
Canmore, AB
 Exshaw, AB 





Studying Children in Disaster Contexts





2.2 Billion Children

30.5% of the Global 

Population





Children under 14:   
o Niger = 50.09%

o Chad = 48.4%

o Uganda = 48.39%

o Angola = 47.5%

o Mali = 47.4%

o Afghanistan = 46%

Children under 14:   
o Germany = 13%

o Japan = 13%

o United States = 19.5%
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Global Disaster Trends

Disasters by Origin



Global Disaster Trends

Disasters by Origin 



Global Disaster Trends

▪ 400-500 “natural” disasters a year.  

▪ 270 million affected by disasters each year.  

▪ 3 million disaster deaths between 1975-2015. 

▪ $80 billion per year in economic damages. 
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Children under the age of 18 in the U.S. Gulf Coast have experienced an 

average of 3.2 disasters in their lifetimes



• Disasters may exert enduring impacts on children and youth

Children, Youth, and Disasters

Psychological Physical Educational



• Disasters may exert enduring impacts on children and youth

• Children’s health and well-being is contingent upon 

functioning support systems in their lives

Children, Youth, and Disasters



• Disasters may exert enduring impacts on children and youth

• Children’s health and well-being is contingent upon 

functioning support systems in their lives

• Children and youth often want to be actively engaged in 

their own and other’s recovery

Children, Youth, and Disasters



What do children in a changing 

climate need?
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What





Project-Based Learning



Where



Who



How



Principal Meetings



Identify Teacher-Sponsors



Recruit the Students! 



Who are the 

SHOREliners?









Key 

Milestones











Curriculum











Capstone Summit





Who







Thank You… 

Lori Peek

Lori.Peek@colostate.edu

http://disaster.colostate.edu 
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