


Creation of IPCC in 1988

- by the WMO and UNEP, endorsed by UN General Assembly 
- to prepare assessments on all aspects of climate change and its impacts, with a 
view of formulating realistic response strategies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the 1980s the risk of human-induced climate change was increasingly debated by scientists and policymakers and the need for independent, scientific and technical advice to inform decision-making on this important and complex issue became apparent. This is why in 1988 UNEP and WMO established the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to prepare, based on available scientific information, a report on all aspects of climate change and its impacts, with a view to formulating realistic response strategies. 

At the same time the 43rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in its resolution on “Protection of the global climate for present and future generations of mankind” (1988) endorsed the action by  UNEP and WMO to establish the IPCC and requested as soon as possible “a comprehensive review and recommendations with respect to: 
(a) The state of knowledge of the science of climate and climatic change; 
(b) Programmes and studies on the social and economic impact of climate change, including global warming; (c) Possible response strategies to delay, limit or mitigate the impact of adverse climate change; 
(d) The identification and possible strengthening of relevant existing international legal instruments having a bearing on climate; 
(e) Elements for inclusion in a possible future international convention on climate”.

Responding to the request from the UNGA, the IPCC finalized its first comprehensive assessment report on 30 August 1990 in Sundsvall, Sweden. The United Nations General Assembly noted 
the report findings at its 45th Session in 1990 and as a consequence decided to initiate negotiations for an effective framework convention on climate change to be completed prior to the UN Conference on Environment and Development in June 1992. 

After entry into force of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1994 the IPCC remained the most important source of scientific, technical and socio-economic information. The relationship between the UNFCCC and the IPCC became a model for interaction between science and decision-makers 



The role of the IPCC is …

“… to assess on a comprehensive, objective, open and transparent 
basis the scientific, technical and socio-economic information 
relevant to understanding the scientific basis of risk of human-
induced climate change, its potential impacts and options for 
adaptation and mitigation.”

Principles Governing IPCC Work, paragraph 2
Source: http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/ipcc-principles/ipcc-principles.pdf
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�Today the IPCC's role is as defined in Principles Governing IPCC Work, "...to assess on a comprehensive, objective, open and transparent basis the scientific, technical and socio-economic information relevant to understanding the scientific basis of risk of human-induced climate change, its potential impacts and options for adaptation and mitigation. IPCC reports should be neutral with respect to policy, although they may need to deal objectively with scientific, technical and socio-economic factors relevant to the application of particular policies." � 
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What the IPCC is… and is not

• Assessment not research

• Policy-relevant not policy-prescriptive
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The IPCC Today



The IPCC Today
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Since then the IPCC has delivered on a regular basis the most comprehensive scientific reports about climate change produced worldwide, the Assessment Reports. It has also responded to the need for information on scientific and technical matters from the UNFCCC, through Methodology Reports and Special Reports, and from governments and international organizations through Special Reports and Technical Papers. Methodology Reports serve as methodologies and guidelines to help Parties to the UNFCCC prepare their national greenhouse gas inventories.  At its session in Dubrovnik in October 2015, the IPCC elected its new Bureua, which hold already two meetings. The first meeting for 2016 took place on 16-17 February 2016 in Geneva. The first IPCC session since the election of the new Bureau took place from 11 to 13 April 2016 in Nairobi. 



Policy/Science Interface

• UN body

• Intergovernmental Panel 
    (195 member States)

• International scientists and 
experts
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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is a huge and yet very small organization. Thousands of scientists from all over the world contribute to the work of the IPCC on a voluntary basis as authors, contributors and reviewers. None of them is paid by the IPCC. The work of the IPCC is guided by a set of principles and procedures. � �The Panel takes major decisions at Plenary Sessions of government representatives. A central IPCC Secretariat supports the work of the IPCC. � �The IPCC is currently organized in 3 Working Groups and a Task Force. They are assisted by Technical Support Units (TSUs), which are hosted and financially supported by the government of the developed country Co-Chair of that Working Group/Task Force. A TSU may also be established to support the IPCC Chair in preparing the Synthesis Report for an assessment report. � �Working Group I deals with "The Physical Science Basis of Climate Change", Working Group II with "Climate Change Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability" and Working Group III with "Mitigation of Climate Change". Working Groups meet in Plenary session at the level of government representatives. The main objective of the Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories is to develop and refine a methodology for the calculation and reporting of national greenhouse gas emissions and removals. � �Besides the Working Groups and Task Force, further Task Groups and Steering Groups may be established for a limited or longer duration to consider a specific topic or question. One example is the Task Group on Data and Scenario Support for Impact and Climate Analysis (TGICA).



Activities and Products
IPCC Reports

Five assessment reports (1990, 1995, 2001, 2007, 2013-14)
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Five assessment reports (1990, 1995, 2001, 2007, 2013-14)
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Activities and Products
IPCC Reports

Five assessment reports (1990, 1995, 2001, 2007, 2013-14)
1992 supplementary report and 1994 special report
Nine special reports (1997, 1999, 2000, 2005, 2011, 2012)
Guidelines for national GHG inventories, good practice 
guidance (1995, 2006, 2013)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�



Activities and Products
IPCC Reports

Five assessment reports (1990, 1995, 2001, 2007, 2013-14)
1992 supplementary report and 1994 special report
Nine special reports (1997, 1999, 2000, 2005, 2011, 2012)
Guidelines for national GHG inventories, good practice 
guidance (1995, 2006, 2013)
Six technical papers (1996-2008)
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What are IPCC reports used for?

Tony Kurdzuk, The Star-Ledger



What are IPCC reports used for?



Mexico, August 2015 Thailand, August 2015

Nicaragua, August 2015 Kenya, February 2015

IPCC Outreach Activities
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The IPCC has undertaken an extensive effort in disseminating the AR5 findings after the report was launched in 2014-2015. Only last year more than 10 major events were organized around the world and in developing countries. 



2007

AR5 Synthesis Report

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and Albert Arnold (Al) Gore Jr. 
were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
"for their efforts to build up and disseminate greater knowledge about 
man-made climate change, and to lay the foundations for the measures that are 
needed to counteract such change".



Fifth Assessment Report (2013/14)

Key messages from AR5
•Human influence on the climate system is clear
•The more we disrupt our climate, the more we risk severe, pervasive and irreversible 
impacts
•We have the means to limit climate change and build a more prosperous, sustainable 
future

 



Other IPCC activities

• National Greenhouse Gas Inventories 
 (Publication of IPCC Methodology Reports)

• Organizing expert meetings and workshops to 
facilitate discussion on topics relevant to the Assessment process

• TGICA (facilitates distribution and application of climate change related 
data and scenarios)



2007: IPCC was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize  IPCC established with the funds received 

Establishment

Other IPCC activities 
IPCC Scholarship Programme



IPCC and the Paris Agreement 
• Some decisions of COP-21 

and CMP-11 and 
conclusions of SBSTA-43 
mention the IPCC explicitly

 
• Several other decisions of 

COP-21 may have implicit 
relevance to the work of the 
IPCC
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Decision 1/CP.21 -Paris Agreement:
Para 21 (Decision 10,CP21): “Invites the (IPCC) to provide a Special Report in 2018 on the impacts of global warming of 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels ….”
Para 31a: Parties will account for GHG “…emissions and removals in accordance with methodologies and common metrics assessed by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change…”

Decision 1/CP.21 -Paris Agreement -2
Para 100 invites the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement to identify sources of information for a global stock take (Article 14) - to include  the latest reports of the IPCC 
Para 101 – invites the SBSTA to provide advice on how IPCC assessments can inform the global stocktake- to report on this to 2nd session of Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement





What next for the IPCC?
 AR6 Special Reports on: 
• impacts of global warming of 1.5 ºC above pre-industrial levels 

and related global greenhouse gas emission pathways by 2018

• climate  change  and  oceans  and  the cryosphere

• climate   change,   desertification,   land   degradation,   
sustainable   land management,  food  security,  and  
greenhouse  gas  fluxes  in  terrestrial  ecosystems

 Methodology Report on National Greenhouse Gas 
Inventories by 2019

 



What next for the IPCC?
AR6 Main Report: 
–Expected  to  be  released  in  
•three  working  group contributions in 2020/2021
•and a Synthesis Report in 2022

–Attention on cities in the AR6 including a conference and special 
report on cities in the AR7

 



What next for the IPCC?
 Provide IPCC library facility to assist the work 

particularly of authors from developing countries

 Update the IPCC Communications Strategy

 Enhance further IPCC Outreach Activities

 



Thank you!

For more information: 
www.ipcc.ch

Facebook: @IPCCNews
Twitter:@IPCC_CH

Instagram:@IPCC_climate_change
Slideshare: IPCCGeneva

ipcc-sec@wmo.int

http://www.ipcc.ch/
mailto:ipcc-sec@wmo.int
mailto:ipcc-sec@wmo.int
mailto:ipcc-sec@wmo.int
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